THE GREAT IRISH FAMINE
Irish Famine has grown to be a coherent and appreciable force.
Numerically it is not very large—perhaps one-seventeenth or
one-sixteenth of the total population of Great Britain—and it is
debated whether it is increasing or not; probably the propor-
tion of Catholics to the rest of the population in Britain is as
stationary as it is small. But its existence is appreciable and it
has its effect, whereas before the period of the Famine it was
wholly negligible. It received the accession of very considerable
native English personalities, especially in the first years after
the action of John Henry Newman and, immediately afterwards,
of Edward Manning, the two great English cardinals of the
nineteenth century. But the backbone of it is Irish.
To exaggerate the effect of this Catholic body in Great
Britain, small and mainly Irish, would be a very grave error; to
treat it as negligible would be a graver error, for it has struck
deep roots and has powerfully affected English thought.
(7) The Effect of the Famine on English Internal Politics. The
effect of the Irish Famine on the internal politics of England is,
so far as the history of England is concerned, the most important
of all. It is twofold.
(a) The Famine put an end to the Irish revolutionary example,
and thereby negatively increased the aristocratic forces of order
in this country,
(6j The Irish Famine at long range, with its inheritance of
antagonism to England, produced a political effect within
England itself, transformed for the worse, and in great part
destroyed in effective value, the House of Commons, which
had been the heart of the English aristocratic system for over
two hundred years.
First, then, as to the effect of the Irish Famine on English
revolutionary feeling. It put an end to a certain motive force
which was making for revolutionary, egalitarian, and what are
sometimes loosely called * democratic' ideas, a force which, had
it increased, would have weakened the united aristocratic spirit
whereby the power of England was being built up. Until the
middle of the century the great mass meetings of the Irish
inspired similar movements upon this side of the sea. The
coming together of popular forces in this fashion, which we may
regard as hardly native to the English temperament (and have
become to-day alien to it), did have an effect more than a lifetime
ago upon the discontented masses of the English poor during the
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